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We are delighted to inform you that the 91st AATS Annual
Meeting was a tremendous success. The meeting, which
took place from May 7–11, 2011, in Philadelphia, PA, at-
tracted over 2,600 cardiothoracic surgeons and other profes-
sionals specializing in cardiothoracic surgery. The program,
including the newly added Physician Assistant/Nurse Prac-
titioner/Perfusionist program, Non-Technical Skills for Sur-
geons (NOTSS) program, and Sex and Gender: The Impact
on Disease and Patient Outcomes session were well received
by attendees. A webcast of the program will be available on
the AATS Web site (www.aats.org) this summer.
Rounding out the educational experience was the exhibit
area featuring the Cardiac Hybrid OR, Thoracic Hybrid
OR, and brand new Hybrid ICU. These Hybrid Technolo-
gies were multipurpose interventional operating room
suites that demonstrated the ways to integrate digital imag-
ing diagnostics, as well as radiologic, catheterization and
surgical capabilities. Participants took advantage of the ex-
hibit area to discuss business, view new innovations in the
field, as well as listen to several educational talks.
Highlights of the meeting included:
 The Presidential Address by Dr Irving L. Kron titled
‘‘Surgical Mentorship.’’
 The Basic Science Lecture by Dr Susan B. Shurin titled
‘‘Public Support of Biomedical Research.’’
 The Honored Speaker Lecture by Dr Michael J. Mack
titled ‘‘The Only Constant is Change.’’
 A late-breaking clinical trial presentation by Dr D.
Craig Miller on behalf of the PARTNER (Placement
of AoRTic TraNscathetER Valves) Stroke Substudy
Group.
 Dr Marc R. de Leval received the Scientific Achieve-
ment Award for his extraordinary scientific contribu-
tions to the specialty.
 Dr John R. Doty received the Dwight C. McGoon
Award, which is given annually by the Thoracic Sur-
gery Residents Association (TSRA) for ‘‘Excellence
in Resident Education.’’
 The 14th Annual C. Walton Lillehei Resident Forum
Award was presented to Dr Damien J. LaPar of the
University of Virginia for his outstanding abstract sub-
mission, manuscript preparation, and presentation.
 A late-breaking session moderated by Dr John D. Pus-
kas on Coronary Artery Disease in 2011 and Beyond.
 A fourth simultaneous scientific session on Aortic/
Endovascular Surgery.
To learn more about meeting highlights, view the Daily
News at http://www.thoracicsurgerynews.com/aats-annual-
meeting.html. This newspaper is the one-stop source for
all the Philadelphia meeting coverage.The Journal of Thoracic and CaAt its Annual Business meeting on May 10th, the AATS
Council inducted the following members to positions within
the AATS Council.
 DrCraig R. Smith of New York, NY, was inducted as
the Association’s 92nd President;
 Dr Hartzell V. Schaff of Rochester, MN, was named
President-Elect;
 Dr David J. Sugarbaker of Boston, MA, was elected
to serve as Vice President;
 Dr Thoralf M. Sundt III of Boston, MA, was elected
to serve as Secretary;
 Dr Duke E. Cameron of Baltimore, MD, was elected
to serve as Treasurer;
 Dr Ralph J. Damiano, Jr., of St. Louis, MO, was ap-
pointed chair of the AATS Education Committee,
which also includes appointment to the AATS Coun-
cil. Also elected to Council, Dr Lars G. Svensson
of Cleveland, OH, who will join Drs Joseph S. Coselli,
Lawrence H. Cohn, Hiroshi Date, Bartley P. Griffith,
Irving L. Kron, and Vaughn A. Starnes to form the
2011–2012 AATS Council.
The membership endorsed the following actions based on
the recommendations of the Council:
 Agreed to develop a joint program with the TCT spon-
sor, the Cardiovascular Research Foundation during
our 2012 Annual Meeting in San Francisco.
 Agreed to expand the partnership with the American
College of Cardiology (ACC) by (1) extending the
annual Heart Valve Summit held in Chicago; (2) co-
sponsoring a Spotlight session on Transcatheter Heart
Valves; and (3) conducting a joint session at the ACC’s
2012 Annual Congress.
 Authorized the development of a two-day stand-alone
scientific program in the area of general thoracic sur-
gery to be conducted in the fall of 2012.
 Approved the conduct of the Mitral Conclave under
the direction of Dr David Adams, which attracted
almost 1,000 professionals to New York City and
the continuation of the Aortic Symposium in 2012
under the direction of Drs Randy Griepp and Steve
Lansman.
 Agreed to participate in a course conducted by the
Japanese Association for Thoracic Surgery. This is in
addition to ongoing joint participation in programs
with EACTS, ESTS, and the Asian Society for Cardio-
vascular and Thoracic Surgery (ASCVTS).
 Partnered with the National Heart Lung and Blood
Institute (NHLBI) to develop a two-day Symposium
with over 125 attendees to prioritize consensus on
key research gaps requiring NIH leadership.
 Developed an In Vivo Large Animal Models Course
led by Dr Bart Griffith, which preceded the 3rd stand
alone Grant Writing Workshop in Bethesda and
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48 Expanded the AATS Leadership Academy program by
sponsoring an advanced program for Division Chiefs
and agreed to implement an international forum during
next year’s Annual Meeting for selected members who
are responsible for formal training programs.
 Assumed administrative responsibilities for the Adult
Cardiac and General Thoracic Surgery Biology Clubs.
 Approved the establishment of an ad hoc Evidence
Based Guidelines Committee.
 Authorized a membership survey providing members
with an opportunity to individually volunteer for com-
mittee appointments.
 Authorized the development of a Web site to supple-
ment the publication of Thoracic Surgery News under
the direction of Dr Yolanda Colson.
 Established an annual 360 degree review process for
the editors and associate editors of the association’s
journal and three sister scientific publications.
 Agreed to conduct an annual executive session with
the leadership of the STS to identify those areas in
which our two organizations might work most closely
for the benefit of our specialty.
 Expanded our five-year commitment to financially
support the TSFRE.
 Continued its annual Strategic Planning process and
authorized conducting six targeted focus group discus-
sions during this Annual Meeting intended to provide
Council with member input into the future directions of
the organization.
 Elected the following thirty-seven surgeons to Active
membership:
B Gorav Ailawadi, MD, Charlottesville, VA
B Lishan Aklog, MD, Phoenix, AZ
B Rafael Andrade, MD, Minneapolis, MN
B Vinay Badhwar, MD, Orlando, FL
B Faisal Bakaeen, MD, Houston, TX
B Thomas Beaver, MD, Gainesville, FL
B Lael-Anson Best, MD, Haifa, Israel
B Andrea Carpenter, MD, San Antonio, TX
B Haiquan Chen, MD, Shanghai, China
B Traves Crabtree, MD, St. Louis, MO
B Juan Crestanello, MD, Columbus, OH
B Eric Devaney, MD, Ann Arbor, MI
B Paul Fedak, MD, Calgary, AB, Canada
B Michael Firstenberg, MD, Columbus, OH
B Seth Force, MD, Atlanta, GA
B Mark Galantowicz, MD, Columbus, OH
B Changqing Gao, MD, Beijing, China
B Jeffrey Heinle, MD, Houston, TX
B Wayne Hoftstetter, MD, Houston, TX
B Krishna Iyer, MD, New Delhi, India
B Ranjit John, MD, Minneapolis, MN
B Kamal Khabbaz, MD, Boston, MA4 The Journal of Thoracic and Cardiovascular SurgB Brian Kogon, MD, Atlanta, GA
B Igor Konstantinov, MD, Melbourne, Australia
B Benjamin Kozower, MD, Charlottesville, VA
B Michael Lanuti, MD, Boston, MA
B Virginia Litle, MD, Rochester, NY
B Xiao-Cheng Liu, MD, Tianjin, China
B Mathias Loebe, MD, Houston, TX
B Mahender Macha, MD, Jackson, MS
B Noboru Motomura, MD, Tokyo, Japan
B Christian Pizzaro, MD, Wilmington, DE
B Patrick Ross, Jr., MD, Columbus, OH
B Edward Sako, MD, San Antonio, TX
B Rakesh Suri, MD, Rochester, MN
B Thorsten Wahlers, MD, Cologne, Germany
B Gerhard Ziemer, MD, Tuebingen, Germany
Please make plans to attend the 92nd Annual Meeting of the
American Association for Thoracic Surgery to be held at the
Moscone West Convention Center, in San Francisco, CA,
April 28–May 2, 2012.2011 Heart Valve Summit: Medical, Surgical,
and Interventional Decision Making
October 13—15, 2011
JW Marriott Chicago
Chicago, IL
The preliminary program has been announced. View the
program and register for the Heart Valve Summit at
www.aats.org/valve.
Program Directors
David H. Adams, MD, FACC
Steven F. Bolling, MD, FACC
Robert O. Bonow, MD, MACC
Howard C. Herrmann, MD, FACC, FSCAI
Nurse Planner
Michele Langenfeld, RN, MS
Honored Lecturers
Martin B. Leon, MD, FACC
Michael J. Mack, MD, FACC
PROGRAM OVERVIEW
The American Association for Thoracic Surgery (AATS)
and the American College of Cardiology Foundation
(ACCF) have partnered once again to bring you the only ed-
ucational program that addresses valvular heart disease from
a cardiology and surgical point-of-view, the 2011 Heart
Valve Summit.
Using an integrative approach to managing medical, surgical
and interventional challenges in valvular heart disease, world
renowned cardiologists and cardiac surgeons will provideery c August 2011
